
This is a story about the future. When asked in a casual conversation or an 
interview about the future of school libraries, the answer today might be very 
different than one given ten years ago. While the school library has always 
existed to promote the learning of students, gone are the days when the 
school library existed solely as a place to check books in and out. In fact, if 
one were to step into many school libraries today, they would see that library 
learning has began to travel in a new direction.  

School Library Advocacy 
What is different about today’s school library? 
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This picture serves as a representation of what one might see happening in 
today’s school library. Here, a child is learning skills that she can utilize long after 
her formal school years have ended. She is learning to read, write, spell, 
communicate with others, and master technology. All of these skills are being 
learned through the creation of a classroom blog. Blogging is just one of the 
many learning activities that happen in today’s technology driven school libraries. 
While checking out a good book is still an option, today’s school library can and 
needs to offer so much more! 

School Library Advocacy 
What does today’s school library look like? 



Today’s school library helps students to become more than literate, it helps them 
to become transliterate. Transliteracy is ability to be literate across multiple 
platforms. Instead of just encouraging and helping students to read, today’s 
school library helps students become transliterate by teaching them to 
communicate through reading and writing but also through media platforms and 
beyond.  

School Library Advocacy? 
What is the difference in literacy and transliteracy? 



While many have questioned and discussed the possibility of the disappearance 
of libraries and the need for a school library to exist, this possibility can be easily 
addressed by simply observing the habits of children today. When observing 
children on a phone, computer, iPad, or iPod, it is easy to see the need for 
transliteracy in today’s world. Today’s students need to be able to communicate 
in a variety of ways effectively and school libraries now exist to be sure that 
students are prepared to enter an ever changing world.  

School Library Advocacy 
How are school libraries relevant? 


